
College in Six  
 
Program Description  
 
College in Six is a program implemented at all Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) Middle 
Schools and is based on research from the American Youth Policy Forum, the National Office 
for School Counselor Advocacy, and the Everyone Graduates Center at Johns Hopkins 
University.  This research collectively emphasizes the importance of preparing students for 
postsecondary education, careers, and long-term success beginning as early as sixth grade.  
This LCPS initiative, which began in 2010, focuses on helping all middle school students and 
their families gain “college knowledge and access,” a critical component of any successful 
college readiness program.  While many high schools focus on programs such as this, few 
middle schools incorporate a comprehensive plan with specific goals and actions for each 
grade level.  Additionally, most programs target specific demographic groups, where this 
program targets all LCPS middle school students.  Providing college knowledge and access 
to all students supports a middle grades program that challenges students academically, is 
socially equitable and developmentally responsive to the needs of this age group.  LCPS 
middle schools have increased the percentage of students who enroll in honors level 
courses, complete high school credit bearing courses, and Algebra 1 or higher at the middle 
level. 
 
Objectives  

1. Every LCPS middle school will develop a partnership with a Virginia or metropolitan 
area college or university, 
 

2. Throughout the middle school years students will improve their college knowledge 
and access through experiences at each grade level such as:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

o Every sixth grade student will visit a college campus and engage in 
meaningful activities (implemented beginning in 2010-2011), 

o Every seventh grade student and their families will have access to college 
financial information (implemented beginning in 2011-2012), and 

o Every eighth grade student will complete a “personal statement” writing 
project that can later be incorporated into their college application (to be 
implemented beginning in 2012-2013). 
 

3. This program works in conjunction with the Virginia Academic Career Plan.  Every 
seventh grade student develops a personal Academic and Career Plan, a working 
document that helps students accomplish goals in middle and high school that lead 
to postsecondary and career readiness. 
 

4. As a result of increased college knowledge and access, along with the development 
of an Academic Career Plan, an increased percentage of students will enroll in 
honors level courses, complete high school credit courses, and/or complete Algebra 
1 or higher by the end of middle school.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evaluation  
Success of this program is determined using a rubric that describes effective 
implementation of activities at each grade level associated with each of the four program 
goal areas.  Each activity is measured on the degree of implementation, and data are 
collected.  Examples of data collected include: 

 Each of the fourteen middle schools in Loudoun County has developed a relationship 
with a metropolitan area college/university.  Some colleges/universities work with 
more than one LCPS middle school.  Some of the partnerships include: 

o American University 
o George Mason University 
o Georgetown University 
o Gettysburg College 
o James Madison University 
o Shenandoah University 
o Shepherd University 
o University of Maryland 
o University of Virginia  

 

 During the 2011-12 school year, 4066 LCPS sixth grade students visited a 
college/university through this initiative.   
 

 During the 2011-12 school year, 376 parents of middle school students attended 
College Financial Planning workshops. 
 

 At the end of the 2011-12 school year, 81% of eighth grade students completed 
Algebra 1 or higher, 82% of all middle schools students are enrolled in an honors 
level course, and 6487 middle school students were enrolled in a first or second year 
foreign language course.   
 

Cost and Sustainability 
The most prominent cost to implement this program is the transportation for the trips to 
the colleges.  The funding for this comes from a field trip allotment that is given to each 
middle school annually.  Should budget cuts impact the availability of these funds, schools 
would ask business partners and/or parent groups to assist with these trips.   
 
Future Plans  
Future plans include the implementation of the eighth grade “personal statement” 
activities in 2012-2013, a recognition program for the college/university liaisons who work 
with our middle schools to make the visits a reality, and the continuous assessment of the 
goals and objectives of this initiative.   
 
  
 
 


